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NOV 6  Inventory and Audit - Flotilla Island 
 
NOV 11  Veteran’s Day Parade, Columbia 
   Contact Festus Burchfield to participate 
 
NOV 26  Thanksgiving Day 
   
NOV 30  Flotilla Meeting & Change of Watch 
   18:30 at Grecian Gardens Restaurant 
 
DEC 25  Christmas Day 
DEC 28  Flotilla meeting cancelled  
DEC 31  New Year’s Eve 
 
JAN 9  Division 12 Change of Watch 
   Litchfield Resort 
 
 
Flotilla 12-3 members will be notified by email of  Island Cleanup days, surface operations, training and other 
special events. For your privacy:  Access AuxDirectory for members email addresses and phone numbers.   

 
 

  Special dates & events 

 

 

Crossing the Bar 
By Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 
Sunset and evening star,  

      And one clear call for me!  
And may there be no moaning of the bar,  

      When I put out to sea,  
   But such a tide as moving seems asleep,  

      Too full for sound and foam,  
When that which drew from out the boundless deep  

      Turns again home.  
   Twilight and evening bell,  
      And after that the dark!  

And may there be no sadness of farewell,  
      When I embark;  

   For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place  
      The flood may bear me far,  

I hope to see my Pilot face to face  
      When I have crost the bar.   

 

John O’Farrell  
 
Former Flotilla 12-3 member John 
O’Farrell passed away on Thursday, 
October 1, 2015 surrounded by his 
family.   
 
A past Flotilla Commander in the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, he volunteered 
many hours teaching boating safety.  
He was respected and honored for his 
many years of service by flotilla mem-
bers who attended the October 13 ser-
vice wearing the USCG Auxiliary uni-
form.  
 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestate/
obituary.aspx?pid=176010391 

 
 

https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestate/obituary.aspx?pid=176010391
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestate/obituary.aspx?pid=176010391


 

 

 

 
Everbridge - Our Story 

 
The company’s inception in 2002 was no coinci-
dence—our co-founders created Everbridge with 
a vision to help people communicate more effec-
tively, following the tragic events of 9/11. The 
painful lessons learned during that day can easily 
be applied to other emergencies and critical 
events. Governments need to more effectively 
balance communication with response and ac-
tion; hospitals, universities, and other public insti-
tutions need to bridge technology gaps to im-
prove communication; and businesses have to 
deploy safeguards to keep their mobile, global 
workforce safe, secure, and productive.  Source:  
www.everbridge.com  

In early October Hurricane 
Joaquin and two low pressure 
areas in the west  created what 
is being called “a thousand year 
rainfall event” in South Caroli-
na.  No part of the state was left 
untouched  with historic rain, 

lake dams breaching and flooding.   Roads 
closed. People lost their cars, their houses, and 
in some cases, their lives.  
 
As an Auxiliarist, our first thoughts are of safety 
and how we can help others.  In this case, Gov-
ernor Hailey and state leadership asked every-
one to stay home until a good assessment of the 
roads, bridges, and infrastructure could be com-
pleted.   Curfews were introduced for the first 
time I can remember.  So,  how can we help?    
 
You can be a good member and a good citizen 
by helping your neighbors and those in your im-
mediate area.   Provide morale support and a 
meal for the elderly and for folks who aren’t 
able to get around.  Some people may need a 
helping hand clearing debris or  the use of  
tools.  When difficult times happen, your actions 
and words can make all the difference to some-
one less fortunate.   
 
When the Auxiliary does get called into action, 
members will be required to be in Operational  
Dress Uniform (ODU).  This helps other first re-
sponders and law enforcement to readily identi-
fy who we are.  Our blue uniforms mean “safety” 
to most people.  In some cases, specific mem-
bers will be called into action because they have 
a skill set on record, such as emergency medical 
technicians, incident command experts,  lan-
guage interpreters, public affairs specialists, etc.   
 

Skills Bank 
Add your specific skills to your record on form 
7028, available at AuxDirectory.  Log in with 
your Auxiliary Member ID and password.  In the 
search field, enter your last name or ID number.   
Click on your name to see your personal page - 
be sure to keep your contact information cur-
rent.   

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 

Click on Form 7028 to add or change any skills 
and options, which will be shown in a popup list.  
Don’t forget to “submit changes”.    
 
AuxDirectory 
Check your personal page  on AuxDirectory to 
verify your current contact information, espe-
cially your email address and phone number.  
AuxDirectory is an essential database that pro-
vides you with the most recent information and 
news.  Please keep it current.   
 
Everbridge 
As an Auxiliary member, you were contacted by 
phone and email via an automated service ask-
ing about your safety.  The Charleston Area Sec-
tor Coordinator activated this request, and 
nearly every member responded.  I was notified 
of all members who did not respond from our 
flotilla.     
 
The automated service is called “Everbridge” 
and has become a vital way to communicate 
with members and receive a rapid response.  
Two numbers are distinct to identify Everbridge 
phone calls:   222-222-2222 or 212-212-1212. 
When Everbridge calls, your response is imme-
diately recorded so be sure to pickup the call.   

https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php


 

 

 

 
Thank you 

 

As the year comes to an end rather rapidly, I would like to 
thank Flotilla 12-3 leadership and members for their time, 
service and talents that make this flotilla so active.  This 
year we have successfully participated in a large number of 
boating and community activities, none of which would 
happen without your support.  Nearly 8,000 hours of volun-
teer member service has been reported to date.  Bravo Zulu 
and my grateful thanks for your participation and support.  
 
We look forward to seeing you and your guest at the 
Change of Watch on November 30th.   
 

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone! 

 

One of the most satisfying benefits of being Flo-
tilla Commander is that I get to present certifi-
cates and awards to members.   
 
At the Oct. 26 flotilla meeting, it was my honor 
to present the 2015 Public Education Challenge 
award to the flotilla for outstanding increase of 
public education graduates between Nov. 1, 
2014 and May 31, 2015.   
 

The award was signed by District 7 Commodore 
Robert Weskerna and came with a check for 
$250.00!  That’s enough money to buy twenty 
About Boating Safely books and have some 
change left over for Seamanship e-series pur-
chases.    
 
This award recognizes every instructor, trainee, 
aid and member that contributed to our very 
well attended boating safety courses with Kent 
McCoin, Flotilla Staff Officer-Publication leading 
the way.   
 
Teaching recreational boating safety is one of 
the primary missions tasked to the Auxiliary by 
the Coast Guard.  In providing safety education 
and improved skills to students, we may pre-
vent a boating injury, fatality or property dam-
age.   Our public education instructors and sup-
port team deserve a round of applause! 

Member News: 
Division 12 elected leadership for 2016:  
 
DCDR  Allen (Hap) James, Flotilla 12-10 
VDCDR Joseph Livingston, Flotilla 12-1 
 
Flotilla 12-3 elected leadership  for 2016:  
  
FC  Festus Burchfield 
VFC Scott Iverson  
 
I would like to  thank everyone for their support 
as we continue to build on the four cornerstones 
of  Member Services, Recreational Boating Safety, 
Operations and Marine Safety and Fellowship. 

 
Scott Iverson completed the Administrative 
Procedures Course to qualify for the leadership 
position.   
 
We would like to thank Clay Goodwin for his 
active role as Flotilla Vice Commander and FSO
-Vessel Examinations.  We wish him well in his 
new job out there in Houston, Texas.  
 
Congratulations to Peggy Peterson who com-
pletes her 5th year of Auxiliary membership in 
November. 
 

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 
(continued) 



 

 

 

Immediately following the exercise, a “hot wash” 
review took place to find what went well and 
what improvements could be made.  A training 
video and evaluation will be made of the exer-
cise, believed to become an annual training 
event.   
 
See John Mezynski’s account of the day’s activi-
ties in a special section of this newsletter.  

 
Flotilla Owned Boat 
At the Sept. 28 flotilla meeting, a motion was 
made and passed to sell the flotilla owned boat 
known as “Unit One”.  Discussion included con-
cerns about maintenance, insurance, lack of use 
and District 7 policy: 
 
“Unit or flotilla owned facilities are the sole fi-
nancial responsibility of the flotilla and are NOT 
covered under the same provisions as member 
owned facilities with regard to damage claims.” 
 
District 7 Policy full statement: 
http://d7help.cgaux.org/knowledgebase.php?category=20  
 
Committee members Ken Uschelbec, Russ Jernigan, 
Barbara Burchfield and Festus Burchfield have 
been tasked to manage the cleaning, preparation, 
records and sale of the boat for the flotilla.     

Mass Rescue Exercise 
I’d like to thank John Mezynski, Calvin Bowen, 
Hiroko Bowen and Scott Iverson for representing 
Flotilla 12-3 at the Mass Rescue Exercise on Sept. 
30 in Charleston Harbor.  John served as photog-
rapher  in the joint command exercise.  
 
This was a full scale exercise involving the U.S. 
Coast Guard (Sector Charleston, Station Charles-
ton, Air Station Savannah and Cutter Yellow 
Finn), Coast Guard Auxiliary, SC DNR, North 
Charleston Police Department, City of North 
Charleston Police, Charleston Country Sheriff De-
partment, North Charleston Fire Department, 
Charleston County Emergency Management, 
Mount Pleasant Police Department, Spirit Line 
Cruises and other companies. 
 
With these area resources, the exercise tested 
communications and coordination of rescue and 
recovery efforts on a large scale.  About 90 U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary volunteers joined the 
agencies and government staff to participate as 
players, observers and controllers in the exercise.   
 
Several USCG Auxiliary operational facilities pro-
vided safety zones around the exercise area.  Di-
visions 2, 10 and 12 within USCG Sector Charles-
ton area of responsibility were invited to partici-
pate.  
 
The scenario involves a large passenger tour ves-
sel that transits between the Maritime Center 
and Fort Sumter.  The vessel strikes a submerged 
object and  begins taking on water.  Several pas-
sengers are thrown into the water with the force 
of the impact.  All passengers require evacuation.  
Triage sites are staffed with emergency medical 
services staff to treat injured passengers.   
 
Participating vessels begin rescuing persons in 
the water and transporting passengers to safety 
and triage sites.   A Coast Guard helicopter simu-
lated basket retrieval of injured passengers from 
the deck of the damaged vessel.   

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 
(continued) 

Flotilla owned vessel “Unit One” underway near the Lake 
Murray dam in this 2010 photo. Photographer unknown.  

http://d7help.cgaux.org/knowledgebase.php?category=20


 

 

 

Veterans Day  
 
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month of 1918, an armistice, or temporary ces-
sation of hostilities, was declared between the 
Allied nations and Germany in the First World 
War, then known as “the Great War.”  
 
Commemorated as Armistice 
Day beginning the following 
year, November 11th became a 
legal federal holiday in the 
United States in 1938.  
 
In the aftermath of World War II and the Kore-
an War, Armistice Day became Veterans Day, a 
holiday dedicated to American veterans of all 
wars. 
 
In the United States, an official wreath-laying 
ceremony is held each Veterans Day at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National 
Cemetery, while parades and other celebra-
tions are held in states around the country. Vet-
erans Day is not to be confused with Memorial 
Day–a common misunderstanding, according 
to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.  
 
Memorial Day (the fourth Monday in May) hon-
ors American service members who died in 
service to their country or as a result of injuries 
incurred during battle, while Veterans Day 
pays tribute to all American veterans–living or 
dead–but especially gives thanks to living vet-
erans who served their country honorably dur-
ing war or peacetime.  For more history, visit 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-

veterans-day 

 
Join us in honoring 
American veterans 
at the 37th Annual 
Columbia Day Pa-
rade on Wednesday, 
November 11th.   

Sector Charleston Industry Day 
By Festus Burchfield, FC  
 
Twelve new  small passenger vessel businesses 
began last year, adding to the services that carry  
9,000 passengers in Charleston annually.  To help 
communications and offer services to this grow-
ing passenger trade, USCG Sector Charleston met 
with passenger vessel operators  and representa-
tives in an industry outreach meeting.  
 
CAPT Gary Tomasulo, Sector Commander, 
opened the meeting on Oct. 15 at Coast Guard 
Station Charleston.  John Mezynski and I attended 
the meeting alongside active duty personnel. 
Coast Guard Investigations, Marine Inspections, 
Exam Center,  Sector Command Center, and Wa-
terways Management leaders each spoke of spe-
cifics that would help the industry understand 
and comply with Coast Guard policy.   
 
Definitions and clarification of industry stand-
ards, terms, and policies were discussed.   Also 
addressed were Certificates of  Inspection and 
how the process works, accidents, investigations, 
and the most common safety concerns.   
 
This is the first time I have heard the term “Rail 
Jumpers”, which are passengers who jump off the 
boat while underway, sometimes as a suicide at-
tempt but more likely just for “fun”.   Besides the 
obvious safety of the people in the water, it also 
causes major problems for the operator because 
it disrupts the cruise, frightens other passengers, 
and puts the crew in danger.  Apparently this has 
become a really big problem for small passenger 
vessel operators.   
 
Another interesting thing I learned is that slips, 
trips and falls make up about 50%  of all industry 
accidents.  We should all be mindful of that when 
we’re underway.   There is a new “out of water 
survival craft (life raft)” requirement and  indus-
try WAMS (waters, analysis, management and 
system) program in progress.   
 
Knowledge and understanding of our waterways 
and all the varied users is important to safety.   

City of Columbia photo. 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-veterans-day
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-veterans-day


 

 

 

Member Training________________________ 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-MT 
 
The final classroom AUXMT training this year 
was “Privacy Awareness” training at the Oct. 26 
meeting on a new 40” HDTV donated to the flo-
tilla via members Hiroko and Calvin Bowen.    
 
Congratulations to Bob Falsetti who completed 
the RBS-Program Visitation online course this 
month. 
 
Auxiliary Mandated Courses - one more time! 
We have delivered 7 of the 8 classroom courses 
since May.  Online PowerPoint presentations 
and videos are now accepted with a Self Train-
ing Attestation form.   
 
All eight Department of Homeland Security 
courses, ICS-100 and ICS 700 must be complete 
if you plan to stay an active member.   
 
ICS courses are taken online at the FEMA web-
site.  https://training.fema.gov/nims   You will 
be required to obtain a Student ID (SID) to regis-
ter with FEMA.  FEMA courses do not automati-
cally get entered in to AuxData, so send me each  
course completion certificate so it can be en-
tered into Auxdata.  

Marine Safety____________________________ 
Scott Iverson, FSO-MS 
 
In the marine safety world, a recent decision was 
made concerning the spread of invasive species 
through the commercial industry. This news sto-
ry by Timothy Cama, The Hill, appeared on Oct. 
5, 2015.  I’m sure you will here more about this 
topic as it becomes a controversial global prob-
lem.  

Communication Services_________________ 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-CS 
 
The Coast Guard Mass Rescue Exercise video has 
been added to the website homepage and to 
“What’s New” page.  
 
You will find new tools added to the flotilla 12-3 
home page on the left navigation pane: 
 

 7029 Form 
 Forms Warehouse 

    
They are now easy to see and find, making it easy 
for you to report your member and mission 
hours.  www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com  

Festus Burchfield, Coxswain on operational facility “Voyager” 
briefs Bob Falsetti, boat crew trainee, on the helm controls 
and how each one operates prior to a lake patrol on Sept. 10. 
Photo by  Barbara Burchfield.  

Court rules against EPA’s invasive species rule 
 
A federal court Monday rejected central pieces of the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) regulations 
to reduce the spread of invasive species through ship 
ballast water. 
 
The United States Court of Appeals for the Second Cir-
cuit, based in New York City, ruled 3-0 that the EPA’s 
decision to adopt an international standard for the tech-
nology to filter ballast water was “arbitrary and capri-
cious,” among other provisions in the 2013 regulation. 
 
Ballast, which is used to stabilize and balance ships, is 
a key culprit of the spread of invasive species such as 
the zebra mussel. Ships take ballast water from one 
part of the world to others, running the risk of bringing 
non-native species that could harm ecosystems. 

https://training.fema.gov/nims/
http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com


 

 

 

Program Visitation________________________ 
Scott Iverson, FSO-PV 
 
When you stop by marine dealers this month, be 
sure to let them know about this life jacket recall 
from Mustang Survival announced on Oct. 15.   A 
photo of the bladder assembly that may require 
reinforcement is shown below, provided by 
BoatUS.  The news comes with a web link to see 
if your life jacket is one being recalled.  
 
 
Mustang Survival Voluntarily Recalls Two Models of 

Inflatable Life Jackets 

Mustang Survival has announced it 
is voluntarily recalling two selected 
models of inflatable personal flota-
tion devices (PFDs) manufactured 
in Canada between September 
2014 and September 2015. The 
recall is being issued for the rein-
forcement of a portion of the blad-
der assembly that may tear when 
the bladder lobes are flexed apart 
while fully inflated. 

While a solution has been devel-
oped that corrects any affected products and prevents 
occurrence of this issue, the repair can only be per-
formed at a Mustang Survival factory. Boat Owners As-
sociation of The United States (BoatUS) is urging boat-
ers to check their life jacket inventory and see the easy 
identification guide at www.mustangsurvival.com/
advisories to quickly determine if the life jacket is subject 
to the recall. 

This recall notification is only for certain models as iden-
tified with model numbers that begin with either MD315 
(sold in Canada) or MD318 (sold in the US). “No other 
Mustang Survival products are affected as they utilize 
different bladder assemblies or have been originally pro-
duced with the required reinforcement,” said Mustang in 
a statement. 

Consumers are urged to return affected PFDs by directly 
contacting Mustang Survival’s Customer Service depart-
ment at 1-800-526-0532 between 7:30am and 4:30pm 
PST, Monday through Friday for specific shipping in-
structions. Boaters should not return product to their 
retailer as all product inspections and repairs are being 
handled by Mustang Survival. 

Complete details on this recall are available at 
www.mustangsurvival.com/advisories. 

Materials___________________________________ 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-MA 
 
New RBS materials are available for purchase 
at www.boatingorders.com in English and 
Spanish languages.  The Boating Safety Side-
kicks bilingual activity books help educate chil-
dren about boating safety.  They are sold in 
groups of 5 to 200, ranging in price from 
$15.00 to $200.00. 

 
Reminder:  
Flotilla membership 
must have a favorable 
majority vote with a 
quorum to fund pro-
jects and materials.  
No purchases will be 
reimbursed without 
flotilla approval so 
consult with FC for 
more information.  
 

 
The Auxiliary National Service Center (ANSC) 
catalog has free boating safety materials and 
forms available.  Contact me to order them.  
  
Postage stamps were ordered this month for 
Human Resources use.  

Activity Number 

Vessel Examiners 9 

Vessel Safety Checks 122 

RBS Program Visitors 7 

Program Visits 109 

Instructors 7 

Lake Patrols & Regattas 20 

Information Services__________________  
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-IS 
 
AuxData report for January 1 - October 25 
shows the current progress of flotilla RBS 
activities: 

http://www.mustangsurvival.com/advisories
http://www.mustangsurvival.com/advisories
http://www.mustangsurvival.com/advisories


 

 

 

 

WOWZER! Members Calvin and Hiroko Bowen teamed up 
with their employer, Element Products LP, to donate a 40 inch 
HDTV to Flotilla 12-3 in October.  Since it is mobile and con-
venient, we are able to conduct public education seminars and 
member training just about anywhere.  It can also be a useful 
tool to promote boating safety and the Auxiliary.  We’ve al-
ready used it to deliver an AUXMT course.  Thank you! 

Member Award/Certificate Description 

IVERSON, Scott Administrative Procedures Course Certificate of Completion 

MIKUTAITIS, Michael Membership Service Award 10 years of sustained service 

PSTRAK, Stephen 1st Sustained Service 750 documented volunteer hours 

CROTHERS, Al PV Qualification (June 2015) 
Initial Certification: passed online test & per-
formed 2 program visits with Qualified PV 

BURCHFIELD, Festus 
BURCHFIELD, Barbara 

Aux Performance Operations 
For completing a total of 60 or more surface 
mission hours 

Barbara & Festus Burchfield 
Operations Awards 

Stephen Pstrak 
1st Sustained Service Award 

Michael Mikutaitis 
Membership Service Award 

Al Crothers 
RBS-Program Visitor Certificate 

D7 HELPDESK - WARNING! 

All Auxiliarists, events occurring 
after Jan. 1, 2016 such as eligibility 
for certain awards, elections, Auxil-
iary ID cards, C-Schools, and aug-
menting the Coast Guard will re-
quire AUXMT to be completed prior 
to those events regardless of their 
Base Enrollment Date. 

Awards and certificates presented at the September 28 and 
October 26 flotilla meetings are listed and pictured here.  Photos 
on this page by John Mezynski and Calvin Bowen. 
 



 

 

 

 
John Mezynski has completed numer-
ous Incident Command System, Nation-
al Incident Management System and 
FEMA courses.   Last year John complet-
ed AUX-26 Introduction to Digital Pho-
tography, one of the Public Affairs Spe-
cialist qualifications.  

 Wednesday was a warm overcast day, the sun trying to 

peak through the clouds. A storm was on the way, stopping the 

sun  from getting through. The water was fairly calm.  

 Eighty nine passengers are enjoying the sights. About 

8:30a.m. we set out for a cruise of the inner Charleston Harbor. 

All of a sudden the ferry hits something in the water, jerking the 

boat hard. We didn’t realize that several people had fallen over-

board. We are taking on water, the captain calls for help.  

 He is then informed that eight people fell overboard, so 

he calls “man overboard, man overboard” over the intercom and 

radios for help.  

 A Coast Guard helicopter came to help with the rescue 

and lowered a diver into the water. Once he was safely in the 

water, he gave the ‘thumbs up’ signal to drop the basket for peo-

ple who needed immediate transport to hospital.  

 The Coast Guard, DNR, Sea Tow, fire and police boats 

and others came to rescue the people who fell overboard. They 

all had injuries. A jet ski was called in with a back board for one 

person with a back injury. While the eight where being rescued 

from  the water, the rest of the passengers are being taken off the 

ferry and brought back to the dock to be counted to make sure 

everyone made it to shore safely.  

 All passengers wore a red band and were taken to tri-

age so EMS could check them over for injuries. The Red Cross 

was there also. The Captain and the crew where the last to leave 

the ferry and an investigation began immediately. 

As official photographer, my observations of this event began as 

I watched everyone boarding a doomed boat - one that will not 

return with it’s passengers. I photographed everyone boarding 

and, as we set sail, I walked around the deck photographing 

everyone as they talked to each other.  

 When the boat simulated that it had struck something 

things began to happen quickly; the distress call went out and 

we dropped anchor. I photographed the captain in action and 

the crew going to their  stations to wait for the rescue boats. At 

first, only one boat at a time came alongside the ferry to evacu-

ate the passengers while other boats pulled bodies out of the 

water.  

 Then the helicopter came in, lowering the rescue diver. 

Once aboard a basket was lowered to him, he grabbed it and 

put a dummy load in to represent an injured person. When the 

diver was hoisted back into the helicopter and the air rescue 

was complete, then two boats came on both sides of the fantail. 

Two would leave and two more came in until all passengers 

were off the ferry.  

 The ferry came back to port where the crew, safety 

people, observers and camera crew disembarked and went to a 

covered area for the Hot Wash.  We went over the drill by ask-

ing the different agencies how they thought the drill went, then 

they asked the passengers what they thought . Everyone 

agreed that the drill went well. The only concern was the com-

munications because there were many different radio frequen-

cies. It was mentioned that 800 MHZ would be used by all agen-

cies in the future.   

 The best part for me personally was when the helicop-

ter was over head and I felt the down draft from the rotors.   

Watching the  rescue diver and the basket come down from the 

helicopter two feet from me was amazing!  

Mass Rescue Exercise - September 30 
Story & photos by John Mezynski 

Volunteers assembled for start of the Mass Rescue Exercise at 
Charleston Harbor on Sept. 30 await instructions.   



 

 

 

 

Photos by John Mezynski 
1st right:  Scott Iverson, FSO-MS/PV, onboard Coast Guard rescue boat. 2nd right: Hiroko Bowen, FL 12-3, steps aboard 
a rescue boat as Calvin Bowen, FL 12-3, takes a photo.  3rd right: Calvin and Hiroko Bowen safely aboard the rescue 
boat. 4th right: Hiroko Bowen waits aboard the distressed tour vessel for evacuation instructions.  Photos top left: John 
Mezynski takes a short break from photographing the exercise.  2nd left: Scott Iverson, Hiroko and Calvin Bowen partic-
ipate in the “Hot Wash” after action briefing and discussions.   
Bottom left: Coast Guard vessels underway to the scene of the  
simulated accident in Charleston Harbor.  



 

 

 

 

Photographer John Mezynski captures the helicopter res-
cue operations  in these pictures taken from close prox-
imity to the action on the deck of the distressed tour ves-
sel in Charleston Harbor on September 30.  

YouTube Video posted Oct. 27, 2015.  

Coast Guard and local Charleston agencies con-
duct a joint search and rescue exercise in 
Charleston Harbor, Sept. 30, 2015. The exercise 
included 26 response boats from 18 different 
local agencies. U.S. Coast Guard video by Petty 
Officer 1st Class Stephen Lehmann. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PsY5mtWhAM&sns=em
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PsY5mtWhAM&sns=em


 

 

 

NASBLA develops top 10 list of Most 
Wanted RBS Improvements  

National Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
weekly newsletter to RBS partners  

 

In an effort to identify the state's recreational 
boating safety priorities and draw attention to 
them, the NASBLA membership has developed 
the Top 10 Most Wanted Recreational Boating 
Safety Improvements. The list was initiated at 
the March 2015 Boating Law Administrator 
Workshop, finalized through two national BLA 
surveys, and recently unveiled during the 
56th NASBLA Annual Conference earlier this 
month.  
 
Top 10 Most Wanted Recreational Boating 
Safety Improvements: 

1. Reduced boating Under the Influence 

2. Increased life jacket wear 

3. Reduced distracted boating/improper 
lookout 

4. Paddlesports safety 

5. Standardized state/federal accident ter-
minology 

6. Boater education for all powerboat oper-
ators 

7. Safety of towed water sports 

8. Implementation of national boating edu-
cation standards 

9. Nationwide education reciprocity for out
-of-state boaters 

10. Measures of effectiveness for RBS pro-
gram practices  

 

A new study titled "On-Water Visibility," con-
ducted by Mustang Survival, and sponsored in 
part by WorkSafeBC's Research Secretariat pro-
gram, found that florescent green immersion 
suits routinely beat standard oranges, reds and 
yellows in terms of visual detection in water , 
particularly in low-light conditions.  
 
Lead researcher Wendell Uglene, research man-
ager for Mustang Survival, says he conducted 
the study "to find which color was most conspic-
uous when floating on the water because we 
simply didn't know."  

What is the most visible color that can be 

worn in the water?  

A movie based on the real story of U.S. Coast 
Guard’s most daring sea rescue in 1952, from the 
book by Michael J. Tougias and Casey Sherman.  

The Finest Hour 

http://strongmail1.multiview.com:80/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2149376&messageid=2149376&databaseid=Mailing.DS149376.2149376.132442&serial=17455899&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2020&&&http://mu
http://strongmail1.multiview.com:80/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2149376&messageid=2149376&databaseid=Mailing.DS149376.2149376.132442&serial=17455899&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2020&&&http://mu


 

 

 

October was National Cybersecurity 

Awareness Month with good tips! 
 

 Set strong passwords and don’t share them 
with anyone. 

 
 Keeping system, browser, and other critical 

software optimized by installing updates. 
 
 Maintain an open dialogue with your family, 

friends, and community about Internet safe-
ty. 

 
 Limit the amount of personal information 

you post online—such as your birthday, 
phone number and email address—and use 
privacy settings to avoid sharing infor-
mation widely. 

About Uniforms 
 

Recently there have been a number of opportu-
nities available for Auxiliary members to work 
alongside Coast Guard active duty.  Be advised 
that proper and correct wear of the USCG Auxil-
iary uniform is required in nearly all cases.  

When should I wear my ODUs? 
 
The ODU is a general purpose  uniform that is 
intended for wear in any situation where a 
form of a  dress uniform is not more 
appropriate.  
 
The Auxiliary is now a multi-mission  force and 
the ODU is substantially more suited for 
conveying that to the  general public.           
 
Examples where the ODU is appropriate 
would be outdoor public  affairs events 
where  we convey the multi-mission nature 
of  the Auxiliary such as airshows; marine 
safety exhibits; events where we 
have  operational facilities on static display; 
flotilla meetings and member training classes.  
 
Examples where a dress uniform (tropical 
blue) might be more appropriate would 
be  indoor boat shows, parades (even though 
outdoor) conferences in hotels, and public 
education classes. 
 
Since the ODU is the first uniform most 
members should  purchase there are few 
situations it is not appropriate for wear.   
 
National Help Desk: Knowledgebase posting 2011, 
See ALCOAST 223/07 

ODU 

Where do I order the ODU? 

USCG Uniform Distribution Center 

http://www.uscg.mil/uniform/ordering.asp 

 Ordering ODU 

TO CONTACT SC DNR about lake infor-
mation call (800) 922-5431 

 
For emergencies dial 911 

 
RBS Newsletter 2015 Summer Edition 
 
Eight out of every ten boaters who drowned 
were using vessels less than 21 feet in length.  
 
Operator inattention, improper lookout, opera-
tor inexperience, excessive speed, and alcohol 
use rank as the top five primary contributing 
factors in accidents.   
 
Alcohol use is the leading known contributing 
factor in fatal boating accidents; where the pri-
mary cause was known, it was listed as the 
leading factor in 21% of deaths.  
 
70% of the fatalities are drowning, and 90% of 
those who drown were not wearing a life jack-
et. 20% of the fatalities involved drugs or alco-
hol. 

http://www.uscg.mil/uniform/ordering.asp


 

 

 

 

 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary  
Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray  

CHANGE OF 

WATCH 
 

Monday, November 30, 2015 

6:30 p.m. social - 7:00 p.m. dinner 
 

Grecian Gardens Restaurant 
2312 Sunset Blvd.  
West Columbia, SC  29169 

FELLOWSHIP, FUN & DOOR PRIZES! 

 

RSVP to bdburchfield@earthlink.net  by November 25.  

 


